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Memo for the Ambassador 


25 March + 7 55 


1. Met with Generals Phuong & The this 
evening. Following are highlights: 

2. The six o’clock meeting with Diem 

was attended only by General lam Than Nguyen 
among the leaders, plus representatives of 
other leaders. The President said that he 
wanted to talk to all the leaders and would 
wait until he could have them all together 
o . .therefore, no point in talking to this 
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3* ^rior to the meeting, The telephoned 
the President to tip him off re who was vj 
coming, and also to pass along an idea of 
General Phuong, to which the President 
reportedly replied that it was a good idea. 

The idea: suspend all activities of political 
parties for an emergency period, remove ail 
partisan folks from the government (not only 
Diem's, but Cao Daists and others), get in a 
group of younger men (names supplied whenever 
I request, a number now at school in U.5. & 
France) who are technically qualified ami 
acceptable to the people, and work UTra hell 
as unselfish patriots. He suggests that Diem 

Ms own Partisans resign if others 
will follow, at which point Phuong will get 
Cao Dais to speak up same way, 

4. 1 fy comment was that this was interesting, 
that Bun Doc had had a government- of technicians 
but there was not enough real "life" in a 
political sense and that that was needed today, 
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then find men to carry it out, 1©$, saicP^ Phuong, 
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